NOMEN HORA DIES

LESSON XV - A Gossipy Letter from Rome

Let’s review the fifth declension! Try the following analogies.

1. annus : annorum :: di€s :

hic diés : huic dié7 :: hi diés :

media nox : media nocte :: ille meridiés :

temporis : temport :: meridiéi :

locus : loca :: rés :

rel publicae : rébus publicis :: r& piblica :

genera : genus :: SPecies :

pro forma : contra formam :: pro speci€ :

A S AN U S

amor : amoris :: Spes :

._.
e

una spés : inam spem :: duae spes :

Let’s practice with new material! Complete the following exercise with
the subjunctive forms of sum or one of its compounds.

Indicative Subjunctive
1. sumus
2. estis
3. eras
4. potestis
5. poteras
6. sit
7. essent
8. abessem
9. adsis
10. possémus
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Let’s expand! The ablative of degree of difference occurs with compara-
tive forms and words that involve comparison, such as ante, post, infra,
and supra.

Exemplorum Gratia:
tribus annis ante [Nota Bene: This is ante the adverb.]
three years earlier

paucis pedibus brevior
a few feet shorter

To properly practice with this construction, however, you need to know a
few more of the Latin words that will regularly use it.

Exemplorum Gratia:

dimidium, dimidi, n. half

nihilum, nihilt, n. nothing*

paulum, pauli, n. a little

quanto . . . tanto . . . the... the... (by that... by somuch...)
quo...eo... same meaning as quanto . . . tanto . . .

*This is not the indeclinable noun nihil. It is a noun that is used primarily in the ablative
case to mean “not at all.”

Translate the following.

1. dimidio altior

2. nihilo celerior

3. paulo atilior

4. quant6 facilior tantd melior

5. Quo maiodrés sunt e6 diirius cadunt.

Nota Bene: Don’t confuse the ablative of degree of difference with the ab-
lative of comparison. In the following sentence, adapted from Cicero, you
can see both. Which is which?

Patria mea multo carior mihi vita mea est.
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