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ROMAN POETS, GODS,
AND HEROIC JOURNEYS

LESSON XXII

CERES ET PROSERPINA

ki

¢} Tense differences The following Latin verbs (all second person singular present indicative)
are distinguished by their stem vowels. Circle the stem vowel in each verb.

portas doces pOnis munis

Valeo, valére, because it belongs to the same group as doced (second conjugation), will use
its present stem vowel (long &) to make the second person singular present indicative form.

Translate.

1. You are strong.

Rego, regere, however, because it is a third conjugation verb like pond, will change its pres-
ent stem vowel (short e) to short i.

Translate.

2. You rule.

As a result, these two forms differ in spelling but express the same tense. They follow the
rules for their conjugations.

Similarly, with the future tense, you must learn to recognize more than one tense sign. Verbs
of the first and second conjugations follow one rule. However, another rule applies to the
verbs of the third and fourth conjugations.

In the verbs portabis and docebis, the letters -bi- tell you that these two forms express the
future tense. The third conjugation is different, the tense signs are the vowels a and e.

Note that a as a sign of the future tense is limited to the first person singular. It is followed
by the personal ending -m instead of -0. (Think of sum).

3. Ponés means

Translate.

4. You will be strong.

5. You will rule.

Carefully note the difference between the present and future tense forms of the third conjuga-
tion in the following sentence. Then translate the sentence into English.

Nunc regis, sed ndon semper reges.
6.
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Note also the resemblance between present tense forms of the second conjugation and the
future tense forms of the third conjugation in the following sentence. Then translate it into
English.

Vales et reges.

Recognizing future tense forms It will not always be as hard to distinguish Latin verbs by
tense as it was in the previous examples. More often, you will recognize the distinctive forms
of stems and/or tense signs, as in the following examples. Determine the tense and conjuga-
tion of each verb form and then translate.

VERB TENSE CONJUGATION TRANSLATION
debebis

excéditis

.

migrabimus

regam

maneo

ducit

defendunt

exspectabunt

.

I I I

maturamus

10. mittd

The following verbs all have an -e before the personal ending, but differ in tense because
they belong to different conjugations. Determine the tense and conjugation of each verb.

To find whether the -e signals future or present tense, ask yourself: does the
first principal part of the verb end in -e6? If it does, the e signals present
tense because the verb is second conjugation. (e.g., valés <valed = you are
well). If the first principal part ends in -0, the verb having an e is future.
(e.g. regés<regd = you will rule).

VERB CONJUGATION TENSE TRANSLATION
11. acceédes
12. debes
13. habet
14. aget

15. defendemus

16. meremus
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17.
18.
19.
20.

i

Date
VERB CONJUGATION TENSE TRANSLATION
tenétis
dicétis
mittent
terrent

Lk
-1 Practice On pages 161-162 in your textbook, you read about the god of the Underworld,

Pluto. The following passage supplies additional facts about Pluto, or Dis, as he was some-
times called by the Romans. Read the selection and then translate it.

Pluto dicit:

Dominus populi magni sum. In Erebd habito et inferos
rego. Clarus canis Cerberus terminds terrae meae
defendit. In agris Tartari virds malos pono et in silvas
Elysi virds bonds mittd. Poenas nuntio et praemia dono.
Ad Siciliam, ubi pulchra Proserpina habitat, equds meos

agam. In carrd med filiam deae ponam et tum excédémus.
Num* probatis? Causam meam agam. Proserpina amo. In

Note the following as you translate. Three regions of the Underworld are
named Erebus (the location of Pluto’s palace), Tartarus, and Elysium. The
word canis (dog) in the third sentence is a third declension noun in apposi-
tion to Cerberus, the watchdog’s name. Do you know what was unusual
about Cerberus?

)

Erebo régina erit. Magnus deus sum. Nonne grata esse )

debet?

*Num introduces a question expecting No as an answer; You don’t... do you? J___ / [ ) 1
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2} Third declension nouns On pages 160-161, you will find a number of nouns that have
- unusual endings. These nouns belong to the third declension. You have already seen a num-
ber of them. The following names, for example, are both third declension nominative nouns.

Aristotel€s Caesar

Pluto, Herculés and Iiind are names that belong to the third-declension. The nominative
forms of third declension nouns, as you can see, can differ considerably. Despite this varia-
tion, the endings for all other cases are the same. It will prove useful for you to recognize
them in your reading well in advance of learning the third declension endings in lesson XL.

Let’s begin with the accusative singular ending. For both masculine and feminine forms, -em
is used. Compare.

formam terminum partem (line 19, page 161)

The ablative singular of a third declension noun is also fairly easy to recognize, especially
when it identifies the object of a preposition or when it is modified by an adjective with a
case ending that is clearly ablative. Compare.

hora annd nocte (line 7, page 160)
Translate.

1. A Caesare fugérunt.

2. In plana parte agri castra sunt.

A third important ending is -€s, the case ending for both nominative and accusative plural.
Like -em and -e, it is used with both masculine and feminine words of the third declension.

EXEMPLI GRATIA
Multos florés videmus.
Florés varii non sunt. (lines 22-23, page 161)

Notice that in each of these examples you can tell the gender and case of the noun from its
modifying adjective.

Translate.

3. Noctes Iuni et Iali* longae sunt.
*Tanius and Ialius, of course, are the names of the months that the Romans used to call Quinctilis and Sextilis.

4. In multis pictiris, Cerés sacrum florem* tenet.
*Est papaver (a poppy)
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